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Purpose:  The purpose of this study is to test the validity of this statement -
The 55+ population in Delaware County is a vital resource whose experience, knowledge, skills and wisdom are being used for the benefit of virtually every aspect of community life, whether in paid or volunteer capacities.

Civic Engagement by Delco Residents 55+: Activities in which adults 

55+ participate out of personal or public concern, that are both individually life enriching and socially beneficial to the community.  Civic engagement can take many forms, from individual volunteerism to paid part time or full time work.  

· SERVICE - Volunteering with nonprofits, religious organizations, community or neighborhood groups, schools or other government programs; pro-bono work; working for less than full wages (stipend, benefits only); and political activities. 

· LEARNING – Continuing education to learn new skills and to pursue interests that are enriching and intellectually stimulating.

· WORK - Full or part-time paid work for a for-profit or not-for-profit employer. 

Factors that Promote or Impede Civic Engagement: Many factors contribute to influencing a person’s interest in and ability to become engaged in community activities or to pursue entrepreneurial or employment opportunities in the private or public sectors.  The following are examples of contributory factors. 
· housing
· physical and emotional 
well being
· family status and support
· health status
· financial resources
· access to opportunity
· education and training

· easy access to information
· social connectivity
· self-esteem
· peer support
· recognition 
· perceived prejudice or discrimination

  

· classism

· racism

· safety

· life style

· transportation

· accessibility of the opportunity

· care-giving responsibilities

· free time

· causes of special interest

· culture
· language problems
· public information about needs and opportunities  
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